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Dunlop Website Takes Silver PR Pride Award (26.11.2007)

TCI Disinvestment Approved by India’s Lower House (26.11.2007)

Question of the month:

Are You Getting Enough?

In past years there have been many complaints that the quantities of replacement run-flat
tyres being sold into the market have often not kept place with demand, resulting in some
retailers struggling to meet their customers' requirements on time. TRA welcomes your
feedback regarding the supply of this product at our online 'question of the month' survey,
which can be found here.
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Government Relations in Hungary on Track, Assures Hankook

A representative from Hankook Tire has commented on published news that the company’s
operations in Hungary had been penalised by the Hungarian government as a result of
violating national law. These allegations were initially released by South Korea’s official news
agency, Yonhap News, and repeated in the English language newspaper the Korea Times.
Information given to Tyres & Accessories contradicts these reports, indicating a number of
factual inconsistencies.

More...

Conti: Casumina Tyres are for Asian Market

Continental AG has published a clarification of press coverage that suggested it had signed
a five-year deal to import 170,000 truck tyres into Europe from the Casumina factory in
Vietnam. Company representatives told Tyres & Accessories: “The information [that]
Continental AG, will import 170,000 truck tyres for sale in EU countries is definitely wrong
and not part of the contract.”

Herbert Mensching, managing director of Continental for Marketing and Sales Commercial
Vehicle Tires Europe commented: “These bias truck tyres are typical for the Asian market;
they are not being used in Europe. There is no intention to import these tyres into the
European market”.

Avon’s New Cobra Slithers onto the Market

The people at Avon Tyres say they have been listening long and hard to what their cruiser,
custom and touring customers demand from a tyre, and handling, durability and aesthetics
topped the list. So when it came to designing a replacement for the popular Venom-R,
Avon kept its list handy, and the tyremaker reports it has more than met these requirements
with a new tyre range aimed at the power cruiser and customiser market.

More...
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Transense CEO and Chairman Step Down

Jim Perry and Peter Woods, Transense Technologies' chief executive and chairman, are
reportedly due to step down following shareholder approval for the TPMS development
company’s latest round of fundraising. The news follows Transense's failed reverse takeover
of steering system producer Bishop Technology, which was blocked by private shareholders.
Mr Perry told Investors Chronicle: "Under the deal we were doing with Bishop, | would
become deputy chairman. | still intend to do that." The management changes are expected
to take place imminently.

Michelin to Guarantee Annual Supply of Tyres to Recycler

Michelin has recently agreed to guarantee the supply of at least 6,000 tonnes of end of life
and reject truck tyres each year to Newark based recycling company Charles Lawrence
International, who will convert the waste tyres into rubber surfacing material for sporting
and children’s playground usage. About 200 tonnes of material will be shipped each week
from Michelin in Dundee and Ballymena to the Nottinghamshire recycler.

The agreement is all the more significant as presently the UK has no legislation requiring
tyre manufacturers to take responsibility for end of life products; Michelin’s actions in this
area to date, in this country at least, have been purely voluntary. "Michelin has a global
strategy for minimising the effect we have on the environment, and although there is no
legal need to do it, we see recycling our end of life tyres as a moral obligation,” said
Michelin UK managing director Jim Rickard. “Charles Lawrence is a world leader in the
sector and we are very pleased to have secured an agreement to put what is effectively our
waste to good use.”

More...

Delticom Pre-tax Profits up 69%
Delticom AG, Europe’s leading Internet tyre retailer, has increased revenues by

approximately 34 per cent year-on-year in the first 9 months of this year to 146 million
euros (2006: 108.9 million euros). EBIT rose by 69 per cent to 6.9 million euros (previous
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year: 4.1 million). At the same time, net income for the period was up by 92 per cent to 4.8
million (previous year: 2.5 million euros).
More...

On a Mission
Tyre sealant firm aims to reduce Nigerian blowouts

Speaking to Nigeria's Vanguard, Ambassador John Fashanu, managing director/chief
executive officer of Tyre Protector Nigeria Ltd said his inspiration to enter this business as a
way of giving back to the African people following the blowout related death of a friend, a
former speaker in Niger State House of Assembly.

Two years after entering the business Fashanu reports that 85 per cent of road accidents in
Nigeria are from punctured tyres. If nothing else, this clearly shows that there is a market for
his non-toxic, glycol based, water soluble tyre sealant. The product is designed for use on
tubeless tyres and operates in a similar way to most sealants - it forms a thin protective
coating between the tyre and the air within the tyre. When a puncturing object penetrates
the tyre, air pressure forces the sealant into the “wound” repairing the damage instantly.
More...

Analysts Aim to Encircle Tyre Market

A new market research company is offering custom made insights to the automotive
aftermarket and particularly the tyre sector. Birmingham-based Encircle Marketing produces
100 per cent independently researched data that encircles (if you will excuse the pun) the
market’s key research areas: mystery shopping, “sell-out” tyre (brand) pricing and selling
way (sales augmentation).

The research is produced monthly and captured by both mystery telephone calls (over
5,000 per month) and mystery visits. Local Independent Garages, Regional Garages/
Dealers, Car Dealerships, Autocentres and Fast Fits are all covered. The company reports
that it already captures over 3,500 retail "sell-out" tyre prices each month across all the
maijor tyre brands and speed ratings in car, 4x4, and van sizes. This way, they say, 80 per
cent of the market is covered.

More...

Rhodia to Increase Price of Silica and Other Products

Chemical manufacturer Rhodia, whose Rhodia Sileca enterprise produces silica for use in
tyre manufacture, announced on November 22 impending worldwide price increases for its
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products. These increases will be in the range of 7 to 15 per cent, depending on product
line.

The company reports in a statement that the price rises are a necessary measure: “Although
Rhodia has put into place a number of action plans over the past few years to improve
productivity and reduce costs, the price increases announced today are required to help
respond to the dramatic and simultaneous rising costs of energy, raw materials and
transport, and to defend Rhodia's margins at a time when the demand for specialty
chemicals is strengthening worldwide.”

“Smuggled” Tyres Trouble Pakistan Retail Market

Tyre retailers in Lahore, Pakistan have noticed a sharp increase in the number of
“smuggled” tyres from India, China, and Dubai, causing putting locally produced brands at
a disadvantage, according to The Post. One report suggested that the illegal business
continues unchecked in the city, “perhaps in connivance with the law-enforcing agencies”.
When asked, Bismillah Tyres at Ravioli Cinema told The Post that in earlier days, the profit
margin was not as good but now, “we are doing a roaring business. It is because every
other family has their own car,” he said.

More...

Dunlop Website Takes Silver PR Pride Award

Goodyear Dunlop had great success during November’s Midlands PR Pride awards. The
Dunlop driversknow.co.uk website picked up a Silver Award for Best Website, an
achievement for the brand that Dunlop says emphasises its drive to be “first with premium
brands.” The Dunlop brand experience site driversknow.co.uk was revamped and
relaunched in April 2007, with the focus of the new site being to connect with the
‘passionate driver’ who is at the heart of the Dunlop Brand target segment. In designing the
new site Dunlop set out to continue in its quest to build a community of passionate brand
advocates for Dunlop within this very competitive segment.

The DriversKnow site showcases Dunlop’s involvement at the heart of British Motorsport,
including the company’s 2007 highlights in this arena — the Race Academy competition,
said to be the best ever, with over 9,000 entrants; the launch of Fantasy BTCC; Dunlop’s
successful season with the Dunlop Great and British Festivals and the ongoing success in the
British Superbike series.

More...

TCI Disinvestment Approved by India’s Lower House

India’s national house of representatives, the Lok Sabha, on November 23 passed the Tyre
Corporation of India (Disinvestment of ownership) Bill, 2007 by voice vote. The move
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brings the divestment of the Indian government’s equity in the troubled entity another step
closer. The Bill also seeks to revive the fortunes of the government controlled public sector
corporation through pairing with a strategic private industry partner.

India’s minister for heavy industry and public sector enterprises, Mr Santosh Mohan Dey,
said the government agreed upon four suggestions submitted by the ministry’s standing
committee.
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